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ED-IN-CHIEF’S NOTE

t’s opportune that as we wrapped up this issue, the DECO team was preparing 
to head to Milan for the world’s biggest design fair, Salone del Mobile, not only 
to take note of the latest releases in furniture, lighting, bathroom and kitchen 
innovation, and – always a favourite – the intersections between interiors and 
fashion (watch out for our in-depth report-back), but also to attend the ELLE 

DECO International Design Awards (EDIDA). 
We got the scoop on the EDIDA winners just in time to make it into our May issue, 

a round-up of design – both global and local; then there were the star-struck moments 
when meeting some of these luminaries in person at the fabulous awards ceremony at 
the city’s Teatro dell’Arte. For me, the chance to socialise and share ideas with my 
fellow Editors-in-Chief from the other 24 DECO titles around the world was 
particularly valued, especially as we look ahead and build on the strengths gained 
by our proudly South African edition’s 20 years in publishing. 

All the interest continues to fall on our continent – and with good reason. Design 
and art are thriving here, and it’s often a lack of resources or access to even the most 
basic funding and marketing that can be the drivers of the sort of creativity that stands 
out for its sheer energy and originality. The same applies to the industries found at 
Jo’burg’s newest cultural hot spot, Victoria Yards, where a bevy of artisans and artists 
have set up studios – from well-known names like Blessing Ngobeni and David 
Krynauw to an entirely new crop on the verge of being discovered. 

You’ll see more of that exuberance in Jo’burg entrepreneur Metse Phiyega’s 
knockout home by Egg Designs, while Soweto-born chef Wandile Mabaso’s visually 
dazzling and utterly delicious culinary creations will blow you away! It’s all proof that 
the best of the best is right here on our doorstep. ‘All the interest 

continues to fall on 
our continent – and 

with good reason. 
Design and art are 

thriving here’
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NANA OCRAN
London-based Nana is a writer, a 

lecturer and the Managing Editor of the 
British Council UK’s People’s Stories 

Project. She’s currently developing an 
initiative with it to identify new, non-

fiction, arts-related stories and 
commentary by young writers in Africa. 

Her recent travels took her to 
Marrakesh for the 1:54 Contemporary 
Art Fair – see her report on it on p26.

ANJI CONNELL 
An interior architect and landscape 

designer, Anji trained at the Inchbald 
School of Design in London. She now 

lives and works between the UK, Hong 
Kong and SA, with projects taking her 

further afield to the USA. When she’s not 
documenting her travels on Instagram, 

she writes for Pro Landscaper magazine, 
and was the ideal person to compile 

DECO’s guide to Hong Kong on p112.

KHOLEKA KUMALO
This Durban-born, Johannesburg-

based freelancer dreams of being 
a pianist, makes a living from 

writing and editing, and is fuelled 
by music, food and love. In this 

month’s issue, she writes about the 
life and times of the late Bra Hugh 
Masekela and honours the legacy 

of this great South African jazz 
pioneer on p126.

mailto:leigh.robertson@ndalomedia.com
https://www.instagram.com/lil_robertson/
http://elledecoration.co.za







	0
	1
	2
	3



